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How longwanderingin thedesert?
by Edwar d K ossoy

After theend of the Soviet sponsored regimetherearein Poland two seemingly contradiicting themsalvestrends: on
onesdemanifestly widegpread anti-Semitism ontheother themoreand morepopular interestin Judaism generdly
andinthehistory of the Polish Jewry especidly.

Asfa asthefirgt of thesetrendsisconcerned, itsmanifestationsarevisbleanytimeand any place. Sofor instancein
thelastissuesof theregretted late Kultura of Paris(Nr.6/2000) reporting from Poland, heated discuss onsabout the
dlegedly Jewishoriginsof president Alexander Kwa niewski in connectionwith hiscandidaturefor asecondterm. In
itsdf nothing new remembering that inthefira freed ectionfor pres dency theunlucky candidate Mazowiecki hadto
produceproofsof his“aryan” origins. ThesamesourcequotesPolish publicationsasserting that upto 80% of Sgm
(thelower chamber) membersarein spiteof their Polish sounding (changed!) family names, infact of Jewishorigins.
Inthe Senat (theupper chamber) itisallegedly evenworse, the percentagereaching full 95%! Inthesamecategory
arethebroadcastsin the (regrettably) very popular Radio Maryja of two notorious negationists asserting that
Auschwitz wasno death but s mplelabour camp with some Jewsinitshierarchy. The sameduo claimsonthat
occasion that Radio Maryjaisin Poland happily the only mass-medium not under Jewish management. Itisnot
worthwhileto quotethe contentsof the scarcely over-painted everywhere present graffiti. Samegoesfor agood
dedl of pronouncementsin theraging discuss ons connected with the heinous murder of Jewish populations of
Radzilow and Jedwabnein July 1941.

Itissomehow atwist of irony that dl thishappensinan ultra-catholic country, justly proud of itsPolish pope John-
Paul 1. A twigt of irony becausejust that popecalsJews*“dder brethren” of al the Chrigtiansand repeatedly declares
that anti-Semitismisadeadly Sn. However John-Paul’ sresdenceisRom. Becauseof hisfalling hedthhisvistsinhis
Polish home and becamel essand | essfrequent. And anyhow dl thisdoesnat prevent the notorious prel ate Jankowski
of Gdansk to repesat hisoften violently anti-Semitic diatribesto an evident satisfaction of hisflock. Hisorigina
contributionto thediscussion around the Jedwabnemassacrewasamode of burning barn exhibitedin hischurch
withaninscription* Jewscrucified Jesusand now want crucify Poland”.

Theseemingly contradicting but evidently pardld trend of gpproaching Judaismisincreasingly present anongthe
young aswell asin certaincirclesof the Polish dergy. Inthehigher Polish church hierarchy that trendisrepresented
by for thetime being minority group of archbishop MuszyDski and bishops Gdecki, Obirek and [yciDski, inthe
lower by priestsCzg kowski, Ignatowski, MusaB, Tiszner. Ontheinitiativeof somemembersof that groupa“Day
of Judaism’ (January 17th) iscelebrated every year. Itspopul ar influence seemsto beontherise. Thesamecould
be said about theever more popular folkloric Jewish Festival sin theancient Kazimierz suburb of Cracow. The
bibliography of Polish publicationsconcerning Jewish-Palishrd ationsand purdy Jewishthematicsisquiteimpressve.
Aslast but not least, the passi onate di scuss ons concerning the not so distant past should bementioned.
Primeexamplesof suchdiscuss onsaretheseconcerning Cichy’ sreve aionsabout theassass nationsof Jewsduring
theWarsaw 1944 Polish uprising and around Jan Tomasz Gross sbook “ TheNelghbours’ publishedin Polandin
2000 andits1998 AgnieszkaArnold’' sdocumentary film predecessor, both concerned with the July 1941 pogroms.
Inonefundamenta aspect thesediscussions, at leastintheleading newspapers, officid radioandtelevison, differ
fromtheolder but till Smmering onesconcerned with theearly pogromsin Cracow and Kielce: whilethelatter in
thelr vast mgority were centered around dodging Polishrespons bility, theactud discussonsintheir mgority target
todiscover thetruth unplessant asit might be. At the sametimetherearetill cirdesprimly concerned not withthe
mord issuesof theeventsbut with the consequencesof such discoverieson Polishrdationswiththeoutsdeworld.
A subgtantid portionof Polishopiniondamsthat thewhol eissuewasraised to srengthenthe Jawvish-Americanstyle
of blackmailing for compensation payments. Though nooneof the Jedwabnesurvivorsor their heirspresented any.
Thesameaccusationismadeinarecently published book of Lech Z.Niekrasz;” Jedwabne- propagandowy bicZ’
(“ Jedwabnepropagandawhip”). While Gross srevd ationsare doubted, contradi cted or smply denied, ontheother
hand hisbook wasin 2001 officialy selected asoneof sevenfind runnersfor “ Nike’thebiggest Polishliterary prize.
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Under theshock of Grass sand Arnold’sdiscoveriesvodferous Polish opinion becamedividedinthreeinterchanging
trends: one, at firgt adistinct minority, after some hesitationsadmitted the evidence aspresented and declared itsalf
reedy for gpology; theother whileadmitting thefactsin principle, raissed avery Sgnificant “but”. That “ but” triedif not
judtify than at least to show understanding matching the crimewith thedleged behaviour of Jewishminority duringthe
Soviet occupation. Thethirdtrend persstedinflat denid of Polish participetion chdlengingany evidencetothecontrary.
It hastobesadfor the Polish president Kwasniewski and thegovernment under the premiership of Buzek joined by
numerousleading paliticians, intdlectud sand many prominent churchmenthat they dl declared early their dlegiance
tothefirst of thethreeabovetrends. Infact, the President and the government wereinitiatorsof thememoria
gatheringin Jedwabne onthe 60-ty anniversary of themassacre.
The“but” trend hasbeen represented by numerous other than above mentioned membersof theroman-catholic
clergy. Satingwithitsheadthe* Primas’ Jozef Glemb. Trueto hisknown ambiguousand contradictory behaviour,
heorderedfor the27thMay, 2001 amost extraordinary gethering of al the Polish church hierarchy for “angpology
and remorseprayer” specialy composed for that occasion. But afew daysbeforethat gathering Glemb gavea
lengthy interview tothecathalicinformationagency (* KAI” ). Therehemadeanumber of rether surprisng Satements:
henever met with*“ anti-Judaism” in Poland however congtantly with“anti-Polonism” inAmerican press, therehad
beennordigioudy motivated anti-Semitisminthe pre-war Poland,; a themaost sometimescertain manifestation of
bad fedingstoward the Jawsmotivated by latters economicexploitation of Poles, perhapseven Jawsshould admit
thet they arequilty of persscuting Polesespedidly for thetimeof their coll aborationwiththeBolsheviks, for cooperaion
indeportationsto Siberia, imprisonments, degrading behaviour etc. Glemb declaresdsothat inhisopinion Gross's
“Neghbours’ werewrittenand published“onorder”. Glembfinisheshisinterview inadvisng Grosstowriterather
about thepresent relationsof | sraeli Jewswith their neighbours. These Glemby' steachingswerewidely commented.
AlsoinRadioMaryja’ . The*remorsegathering” of May 27th did not found thereto beworth mentioning.
Thetrend of stubborndenid of any Polishparticipationin the Jedwabnemassacreisquite prominently represented
intheroman-catholic clergy. Besidesthe notoriouspre ate Jankowski no less persondity than the bishop of the
Aomjadiocesy Stanidaw Stefanek inoneof hisSunday sermonsspesking of “burnt diveour Jewish brethren” does
not mention the Polish partic pationwith even oneword. But hetellshisflock thet excdlent businessisnow promoted
ontheinnocent blood of themurdered Jews. Astotheguilt, heisconvinced that thereisacomplot of hatecomparable
with that of Neron who burning Rom tried to accusetheinnocent Christians. .. Nowonder that the curé of the
Jedwabne parishin Stefanek’ sdiocese Edward OrBowski daimedto have proofsthat not the Polesbut the Germans
didit. Moreover : “ .. we cannot apol ogize for what happened until the Jews apologizefirst for turning their
Polish neighbours over to the Soviets before the German occupation. What happened in Jedwabne was a
battle against communists and not Jews...”
Itisnot surprising that both Stefanek and OrBowski did not attend the 10th of July anniversary ceremoniesin
Jedwabne. The same goesfor the Polish episcopate: no oneof bishopswas present. Strange, if consider that high
clergy of dl the protestant Polish churcheswererepresented. Even the German episcopatethought it proper tosend
anofficia representation. Asto the present inhabitantsof Jedwabine, they wererepresented by thetown mayor and
thepresdent of themunicipa council. Stll, inthevillageone could read postersdeclaring: “ VWedo not apologize. It
isthe Germanswho murdered Jews in Jedwabne. Those who defame the Polish Nation have to apologize!”
Pres dent Kwa niewski gpal ogized for himsdf and* those Poleswhaseconsaencei sperturbed by thecrimecommitted”.
Thelsrad ambassador professor \We ssmentioned from hisown experienceother Polish neighbourswho endangered
ther livesto save Jaws. Theaged rabbi Jacob Baker having paid asurprising visit to the curé OrBowski, §000k of
his Jedwabneyouth calingfor forsaking hete, reconalition and brotherly love.
Anenterprisein Radom calingitsdf “ Encycopaedic (ac!) Publishing Polwin® advertisesontheinternet promoting
suchtitlesas’ Judeopolonia—a Jewish statein the Polish state” . To giveitsreadersthetaste of thisbook, an
aleged speech of Jewish secretary generd of the Polish Communist Party Jacob Bermanisquoted inextenso. As
pretended, it wasaddressedin 1945 to asomehow myderious” Jewish Committeg’ and containsdetalledingructions
how to turn Poland into virtudly Jewish state. Inthe best tradition of the Protocol sof the Wise of Zion!
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Onthebackground of theseeventsit seemsworthwhileto examineif even shortly only, thesourcesof contemporary
Polish anti-Semitism. The samegoesfor backlash reactionsproduced aoroad by Polish anti-Semitism. Asaways,
for better understanding of the present, itisnecessary toreflect upon thelessor moredistant past.

Inthat moredigtant pagt theindependent Polish Commonwed th of nohility heeded by andectiveking (* Rzeczpospalita
sdachecka zkrolemobieralnymnaczel€’ ) had been an uniqueand only cregationin the contemporary political
scene. Oneof peculiaritiesof itssocid sysemwasthelegd prohibitionfor thenohbility tobeengagedintrading. The
sanctionfor theoffenderswastheforfeit of thenobility status. Thereforethetrading classpopulation of citieshad
been of foreign mostly German stock. Thesetownsweregoverned by foreign (* Magdeburger” ) lawsbased on
rigid German medieva guild practicesand customs. Thar burghersto exdudetheonly possblecompetition, ingsted
on getting from the Polish kingsthe privilege of non tolerandumJudeorum. Intherura country andthesmaller
towns- property of theleading rich nohility, thecommercid lifewasdominated by Jewsserving theexcluded from
tradenoblepatrons Another peculiarity of theand ent Rzeczoogpalita.of Poland and Lithuaniahad beenthenchilitation
of convertingto Chridianity Jews. in Lithuaniaby satutes, in Poland by custom, practicaly soautomaticdly. Inthe
middleof e ghteen century severd thousand familiesof Polish Jews, followersof the* prophet” Jacob Frank, converted
to Chrigtianity injecting quiteapowerful drop of Jewish bloodintothemain srain of Polishand Lithuaniannobility.
That peculiar symbiossof Jewswiththeancient Polishnohility explains, why thelatter’ santi-Semitismmanifested
itsdlf onthesocid and sociditeleve snever becoming violent and excduding racid gpproach.

However that initsalf successful symbios sproduced onanother leve aquitedifferent agpect: thedeeply rooted anti-
Semitismof peasantry anditsextended arm - petty trades people. Endaved since centuriesand often pitilessly
exploited peasant only exceptionaly and onrare occas onsfaced hislord in person. But every day hehad to dedl
withthelord serving Jew. Thunderous Sunday sermonsdenounced Jewishinn-keepers(* karczmarZ’ ) aspreaders
of lethd acoholism. That theinnwasthe profitable property of thevery catholic noblelord, waspassedinslence.

Still, atleast twicetheviolent peasant protest againgt thejudeo-nobiliary symbiosemanifesteditsdlf inthes multaneous
massacreof noblesandthar Jawish servants: Itwasthe Chmienicki revoltin 1648 and dmost full 200 yearslater the
Jacob Szelarebellionin Austrian occupied Polish Galizia. Asfar as Jewswere concerned, the Szelatradition
survived theAustrian occupation: inthespring of 1919 in theanew independent Poland therewereinthe same
territory anti -Jewish disturbanceson the scd eand character of the Szela 1846 rebd lion.

Thesocid and economic structuresand conditionsunder theover hundred yearslong occupation of Poland by its
threene ghboursdid not develop uniformly. Without digging degpinto themaiter, it can besaid that it hasbeenunder
the Prussian occupation that the peasantry succeeded firg initsstrugglefor better socid and economica conditions
coupledwith opposition to Germanisation and fully supported by loca roman-catholic Polish clergy. Pronouncedly
Polishand cathalicpeasants and craftsmen assodiationsand co-operativessucoeaeded early indimingting unnecessary
brokerage. Traditionaly Jewish middlemen, craftspeopleand smal traderslost their jobsandincome. With the
exceptionof short episodes, mainly connected withthefalled Polish uprisng of 1848, theprocesswent onremarkably
peacefully. Under thethen proverbid Prussianlaw and order the Jewish Kempinskys, Tucholskysand Pozners
amply leftthar origina Polishtownshipsand movedto Berlinand other Prussancditiesfindingthererdaivedy friendly
wel comeand asit then seemed, ahigh degree of persond security.

The percentage of Jewish popul ationin the provincesof PoznaD and Pomor zein the ancient Rzeczpospolita had
beenpracticdly thesameasindl other Polish provinces. M oreover, during centuriesPoznaD had been oneof most
important centersof Jewish specific culture. Infact, PoznaD had beentheseet of thewe l knowningitution of Jewish
sdf-rule” TheCouncil of-Four Countries’ (* Vaad arbaarazot” ) It had been quitedifferent between thetwoWorld
Wars: hdf out of about 5000 Jewsdtill present inthe PoznaD province, livedintheprovincid cagpitd PoznaD. There
they were 0.8% of the 300 thousand of thetotal population as compared with almost 40% in the state capital
Warsaw. Itisthereforehighly remarkablethat inthat practically Jewry-less(* Judenfre” ) provincetheanti-Semitiam
had beenthestrongest of dl other Polish counties. Long beforeHitler’ sascent to power in Germany, & theentrance
to thebest PoznaD restaurant “Esplanada” inthevery center of thetown one could read adiscrete but explicit
inscription: “ Jewsnot welcomed” .
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It seemsthat therewereat |east three main reasonsof that specifically PoznaD old anti-Semitismwithout Jews.
Firstly, somedtill perssting old resentments based on thead most generd identification of theloca Jewry withthe
Germanminority during the century long German occupeation. Secondly, thevery pronounced rligioudy motivated
anti-Semitiam of theloca roman-cathaolic church. And thirdly, and perhgpsmost importantly, thesubstitution of the
traditiond Polishnobility diteshy new onescompased of freshly emanci pated peasantry and dosdly withit connected
(predominantly lower-) middledass Thesenew ditesdominatediocd avil savice assodaionsandmunidpditiesaswel
asthedergy. Therewasnoneedfor actud Jewish presencetofeed tharr traditiond centuriesoldanti-Semitiam.
Thestuationinother Polishterritorieshad beeninitidly rather different. After theend of thelong foreign occupeation
thesocia and political unification progressed dowly but steadily under thelenient dictatorship of marshal Jozef
PiBsudski. Himsdlf wasnotwithstanding hissocid-democrat past, an exemplary incarnation of theold Polishnobility
traditions. Hisregrettably never redlized political conceptionswerebased onthetraditionsof theancient multinationa
Rzeczpospalita. Inthosetraditionstherewasno room for anti-Semitism of thekind manifested in PoznaD and most
certainly notfor theemerging nazi violence. Nowonder thet thethen over threemillion srong Jewishminority inpite
of grong leftishleanings, initsmgority gavestraight or indirect support to thedominant old traditionsoriented dlite.
But thefirg harbingersof theend of these orientationsmadedready their gppearance.

Peasants|eaving theover-popul ated villages streamed into townships. Thereowing to 9 ow economic devel opment
only afraction couldfind employment intheindusiry. Likeinthe PoznaD modd, they tried to changeinto handicrafts
and smdl trade. Inthat way the conflict with the townships dominating Jewswas pre-programmed and eagerly
kindled by over-bordering nazi propaganda. Aslong asmarshd PiBsudski held therainsof power that conflict did
not explodeinviolence. It did soinMarch 1936 shortly after hisdeath. Theninthelittletown of Przytyk during
bloody pogrom likedisturbances peasantstried to grab the miserable market stallsof theloca Jews. Describing
theseeventsatraditiondly oriented writer regarded themasthefirg Sgnsof restratification of Polishsodety (Pruszynski
Ksawery: “ Podrd| po Polsce” pp.44ff and 144 ff).

Shortly afterwardsthe Polish government pirouetted clearly totheright. It wasstill composed of PiBsudski’ sknown
followersbut theseof Jewish originwereexduded. Generd SBawgj-SkBadkowski, the primeminister, concerning
the Jews stated inthe parliament: “No violence but economic warfare- welcome!” . The country understood that
datement aspermissonfor openwarfare. A good exampleisa1938 entry intheofficia chronicleof the Jedwabne
parish: it describesthe church sponsored and nazi-like boycott of Jewish craftsand tradein Jedwabne. It mentions
that awoman whoignoring the boycott bought bread in aJewish bakery was severely besten up.
Sincethebeginning of the Second World War the Germans strived purposaly and with great deal of successto
destruct in occupied Poland, besidesthe Jews, membersof Polishintellectud and socid ite. They weremostly
connected genetically or ideol ogically tothetraditionsof old Polishnobility. In persecuting Jewsthe Germanstried to
enligt the cooperation of thelocd population exploiting the deegply rooted anti-Semitism and greed of peasantry and
itsextended arm: thetown proletariat. Doubtless, it had been easy and profitableto accommodatein that way the
occupantswhilehe pinginany way the persecuted Jawswasstarting 1942 thresten with deeth pendlty. Neverthdess
therewere some courageous people, mostly connected to thetraditiona elites, whowith somedegree of success
tried their best to he pthe Jews. Somehow theviolence of themob overcastsin the collective human memory theacts
of thenobleand courageous.

Insummer 1941 in Jedwabne, Radzilow and many other localitiesthemob overdid their German ingtigatorsin
murdering their Jewish neighboursin particularly odiousand crud ways. Oneyeer later arather typica representent
of theold dlite, thewe | knownwriter ZofiaK ossak-Szcuckaaddressed apassi onate gppedl to her countrymen
cdlingthemtohepthepitilesdy murdered Jews Aninteresting agpect of thet apped isthat dongsdewithcdlingthe
helpthemord duty of every Poleand catholic, thewriter describesthe Jawsasenemiesof Polesand Poland. Three
yearsinto German occupation and oneyear after Jedwabne K ossak-Szcuckahadto bewe | awareof theprevailing
sentimentsof her countrymen. It could beargued that to assure her pped better chancesof effectivereceptionand
following, shehadto pay knowingly lip serviceto these sentimentsevenif shedid not sharethem. Thereisno doulbot
that any overtly declared sympathy to Jewswould prove contra-productive.
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Anti-Semitism persisted unabated after theend of the German occupation. M orethan 50.000 Jewsthankstothe
help of numerous Poles survived the occupation. They were joined by over 200.000 returning from German
concentration campsand voluntary or forcibly imposed stay inthe Soviet Union. A number of themtried torecover
someproperty lost during the German occupation under thewe | known drcumstances. Almos everywherethey met
thestubborn res stanceof thenew owners. Somehundredsof the Jewish survivorslost their livesin Poland efter the
liberation. A good illudtration of the prevailing sentimentsarethefortunesof the Christian Wyrzykowski family of
Jedwabne. Riskingdl thetimethair ownlivesthey hiddmost four yearslong andtill theliberation seven Jewssaved
fromthe July 1941 massacre. When thisbecameknown they themsalveswere menaced with desth by nationdistic-
anti-Semiticarmed bandstill operatinginthevicinity. Forced toleave Jedwabne, they moved tothedistrict capital
Aom|abut did not find there better safety. Findly they emigratedtothe USA. At least the Yad Vashemingtitute of
Jerusalembestowed ondl of themlong agothehonarifictitleof “ Righteousof theNations’ . Any Polishrecognition
of tharr sacrificeisnot yetingght. ...
Of dl liberated from Germansterritoriesand statesforced after theend of thewar into the Soviet orbit, itwasonly in
Polandthat it cametobloody pogrom likedisturbancesintheprovinad capitd sof Kid ceand Cracov with subgtantid
lossof Jewishlifeand many wounded. Thethen headsof roman-catholic churchin Poland cardinalsHlond and
WyszyDski refused to condemn these events. Theimmediate consequence had beenthemassemigration of the
Jewish survivors. Out of 250.000 counted in 1946 there were only 100.000 one year later with the numbers
diminishing every year ance. (Thepresent Jewish populationin Poland isestimated between 5 and 15.000).
Theplanned destruction of traditiona Polish ditesby theoccupying Germanswas consequently completed by the
success veRuss anoccupants. During ther haf of acentury long rulethemembersof theseditesweresysemdticaly
arrested, deported and condemned tolongjal termsor degth. Their children were barred from higher education.
That firm policy brought the profound restraification of Polishsociety anditsstructures Theold diteswerereplaced
ondl levelsby new onesrooted in peasantry, workersand lower middle-class.
During certain stretch of timethenew diteshad to sharethe powersalowed them by thereigning Sovietswith the
then dtill present communigtsof Jewish origin. Thelatter, trusted by Sovietswereoverrepresented inthe hated Sate
security (* UB- Bezpieka” ) and vigbly present in scientific and economic structures. However for alimitedtime
only. Early in 1968 it wasdecided in Moscow infaceof growing unrest in the occupied countries, toresort totime
and again successfully used by theold czaris regimemethod of channd ling the popular displeasureinto anti-Semitiam.
ThePolishpolitica leadersGomulkaand Moczar (Mikolg Demko at hisUkrainian birth) accepted theideawith
overt satigaction. And sodidthevast mg ority of thepopul ation. Themoreso, consdering that Jewsa wdl paidjobs
werereplaced by themoreor lessmeritorious” ayan” membersof thenew dlites.
Gomulkasand Moczarsdisgppeared from the Polish politica scene. But thenotori ous Polish anti-Semitismwithout
Jewspersgts. Itisdeeply rootedin the peasant traditions of thenew Polish dites. And with it asabacklash abroad
theanti-Polonism quite popular with certain Jewish cirdles Asonemoreillugtration, hereaquotation fromaletter of
thelegendary (* TheManWho Tried to Sop theHolocaust” ) late Jan Karski. That | etter waswritten by Karski
shortly beforehisdesathto Marek Edel man, thelast surviving commandant of theWarsaw Ghetto 1943 revolt, after
thelatter’ shouse gate was over-panted in summer 2000 with anti-Semiticdogans. “It hurtsmeto statethat inthe
I11rd Republic prevail sthe climate of tol erance and acquiescenceto anti-Semitism. Nobody could tell methat
it is otherwise. Who holding power in Poland says that writing on walls “ Jews to gas-chambers!” , “ Jude
raus!” ,“ Polandfor Poles!” areinnocent jestsof young hooligans, doesnot deserveto belong to the governing
eite’ . Indeed excuseswereoffered to Edelman by president Kwa] niewski, primeminister Buzek and many leading
personditiesfromthepolitical andintellectua spectrum. However most of them arethesewho on each, regrettably
dtill frequent, occas onscondemn anti-Semitism and hooliganism. At least on that account they should be. consdered
asspiritud heirsof theold lites. But for thetimebeing they remain adistinct minority Themgority seemstobe
fascinated with the contemporary technical progressand devel opment and only margindly withthe past andits
treditions.
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Isit possibleto break that circusviciosus? Somehow there comesin mind thebiblical taleof the40yearslong
wandering of Moseswiththelsraglitesin the desert. Neither himself nor any of hisflock bornandraisedinthe
Egyptiandavery weredlowedto enter the Promised Land. Will thewanderingintheanti-Semitic Polish desert end?
Andif, thenwhen?It ssemsprobably that it woul d be possibleonly when dl thosetowhom theHol ocaust had been
directly orindirectly but gtrictly personal experience, arenolonger dive. Moreover, in absorbing that persond
experiencethereisaprofound difference between the sentimenta fedlingsof the Jawsand the Poles.
Thereisnodoubt that inthewakeof the Second WorldWar the palitica, socia and economica Stuationof Jewish
Holocaust survivorschanged to better, sometimesevendramaticaly. Stll, giventhechoicebetweenthe present and
theold pre-Holocaust Situation, very probably themgority of themwould votefor theold. Mostly or evenonly,
becausethat wouldinthefirgt placemean theresurrection of themurdered families. But eventhemost philo-Semitic
Polecould not beexpected tolong for Poland blessed with over threemillion Jews. Intherecent issueof thedready
mentioned “Kultura” (Nr.10/01, p.41) WacBaw Zbyszewski states: “ And certainly | never met a Polefrom
wherever, especially one of peasant or working class origin, who would tell me of longing for cohabitation
with Ukrainians, Ruthenians, Jews...”
Itisevenworsewithasmplearithmetic cdculation. Oneblackmailing hooligan (* Samalcownik’ ) could betray any
number of Jewsddivering themto Germansfor acertain degth. Thehbitter fedings, anger and resentment of family
membersand friendsof thevictimsareeasy to understand. But saving even of only one Jew fromthedaily threet of
death during thelong yearsof German occupation called for constant exposureto deadly danger and sacrifice of
severd dozen Poles. They or their hairsexpect rightly acknowledgment and gratitude.
What if any arethe possibilitiesto accelerate the mutua understanding and reconciliation?1t ssemsthat one of
important reasonsof the pers sting tensionsisignorance. Themgority of theyounger Polesnever met aJew and
know littleor nothing about the Jewi sh-Polish common history. Convergenly, dmost the same could be said about
the Jewish youth, especidly inlsragl . Henceimportance of the Jewishhistory or judaisticschairsat somePolish
univergtiesand therecently established Polish history chair a the Hebrew University of Jerusdem. Somehow less
important seem to be quitefregquent gatheringsof many elitarian forums promoting judeo-christian dialogue: less
important becausethey aregatheringsof peoplewhoin prind pleshares milar opinionsand do not nesd beconvinced.
Thedownright penetration of their ideasisrather limited. However, cartainly thereisabigrolefor moderninformetion
media: thepress, radio, television and last but not | east - theinternet. But the most paramount importance goes
doubtlesstoeducation. Inthefirg line, to primary education by now shared practicaly by anyone. Onthat low leve
inthespecific Polish conditionstheroman-cathalic churchanditscergy il keepthekeysto heaven. If theseare
remanwith chaplainslike Jozef Glemb, Henryk Jankowski or StanisBaw OrBowski, the chancesof seeingthereign
of bratherly loveremaindim. Let’ shopethat their timeisrunning out. ..

Conches, August 2004.
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